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ties. Later, the Legislature will
choose the best ideas and craft
bills to enact them.

“It’s the total opposite of what
we normally do,” Davis said.

Most of the meeting focused
on ways to build Florida’s film
industry and tourism. However,
a few people sought solutions
for the property insurance
crisis, which Davis character-
ized as the “No. 1 issue facing
Florida today.” Ronald Renuart,
a Beaches physician, pressed for
additional medical malpractice
reform.

To boost Florida’s ability to
compete for film production,
several participants asked for
tax-credit programs like those
in Louisiana that have lured
businesses to that state, and like
the low interest loans that have
encouraged film production in
New Mexico. One film producer
said the hardest part of his busi-
ness is building trusting rela-
tionships with private investors
who might be willing to take the
risk on projects.

Davis, who chairs the state’s
Transportation and Economic
Development Appropriations
Committee, proposed a bill in

. this year’s legislative session for
° corporate m:ooc@m tax credits of

up to $25 million a year to build
the state’s reputation as a site for
film, television, commercials
and music videos. The program
would have made funding avail-
able for eight years so filmmak-
ers could plan projects a year or
two in advance.

The bill failed in the Senate.
However, Davis increased the
budget for a film production
cash rebate incentive program
to $20 million. So far, 24 pro-
ductions, most of them in South
and Central Florida, have quali-
fied for the incentives. Financial
projections show that money
will produce about $103 mil-
lion in direct spending on staff,
cast or crew and other services
and equipment involved in the
production.

Frank Goodin, an indepen-
dent filmmaker from Jackson-
ville, urged the Legislature to
lower the incentive threshold
for small film projects and to
support the construction of
movie houses or exhibitions for
independent films.

John Reyes, president of the
Jacksonville Convention and
Visitors Bureau, the county’s
official sales and marketing
agency, stressed the natural
link between film production
and tourism and urged elected
officials to build partnerships
between film projects and visi-
tor’s bureaus across the state.

“We Gmﬁgm that film and art

are the soul of a city,” he said.

One parent pushed for legis-
lation that would ban the sale
of violent video games to mi-
nors and the use of penalties to
enforce ratings guides from the
Entertainment Software Rating
Board, which rates games based
on age appropriateness.

Zann Williams, a Beaches-
arearesident and member of the
Parents Television Council, said
sociological studies have shown
that realistic video graphics of
extreme violence, vulgarity,
graphic sex and situations such
as cop killing and rape damage
children. She noted that the
state regulates guns, cigarettes,
alcohol and driving privileges.

“We need to employ simi-
lar logic and reason for other
products that are harmful to
children,” Williams said.

Jacksonville Beach  City
Councilman Rick Knight asked
Davis to help the city get a trol-
ley along Florida AlA and find
other ways to improve traffic
congestion before the city tries
to draw more tourists to town.

“Our roads are crowded,”
Knight said. “We need mass
transit.”

For more information on the
“100 Innovative Ideas for Flori-
da’s Future” visit the state Web
site, www.100ideas.org.
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